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October 4, 2017 

Dear convention attendee, 

On behalf of the NMHOA Board of Directors and Executive Director Dave Anderson, I want 

to welcome you to Providence, Rhode Island and our 2017 convention.  Use this program 

booklet as reference for our convention agenda and as a resource of information after you 

return home.  We hope you find the sessions valuable, as well as other opportunities to 

share knowledge with fellow advocates from across the country.  We welcome the 

opportunity to once again hold our convention in conjunction with an Iôm Home conference 

and value the support of Prosperity Now and our other national partners. 

This yearôs theme, ñBuilding a Brighter Futureò is a reflection that while challenges and 

setbacks occur along our advocacy journey, perseverance and steadfast resolve do result 

in providing better conditions for manufactured home owners.  This convention will provide 

you with helpful tools to enhance your skill as an ambassador and advocate in promoting 

and preserving manufactured housing.   

Thank YOU for participating in our conventionðyour involvement will make the experience 

more meaningful for all of us.  I also want to thank our presenters, sponsors, volunteers and 

Federation of Rhode Island Mobile/Manufactured Home Owners, all of whom have 

helped make the convention a success.  Thanks also to our members, state association 

affiliates and national partners for their role in expanding the depth and breadth of 

NMHOAôs influence and effectiveness.   

Finally, I want to thank our Board of Directors for their extraordinary service and sacrifice to 
NMHOA.  Virtually all of them also have volunteer responsibilities in other MH advocacy 
groups, which can be even more time-consuming than NMHOA, yet they remain committed 
to NMHOAôs important mission.  And finally, I want to give a special thank you to our 
convention committee; Dave Anderson, Marjory Gilsrud, Pat McHugh, Sandy Overlock and 
Lori Dibble for their tireless efforts in planning this convention.   
 

We hope you enjoy the convention! 

Yours in solidarity, 

 

 

Tim Sheahan 

President, NMHOA 

 

 

ά.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ .ǊƛƎƘǘŜǊ CǳǘǳǊŜέ 

National  Manufactured  Home  Owners  Association 
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Schedule 
 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2017 

Time 
 

Activity 

 
12:00pm ς 12:30pm 
 

 
Registration & Networking 

 
12:30pm ς 1:30pm 
 

 
Welcoming Speakers & Lunch 

¶ Tim Sheahan & Dave Anderson, NMHOA 

¶ Dot Sliney, Federation of Rhode Island Manufactured Home Owners 

¶ Doug Ryan, Prosperity Now 

¶ State Senator Paul Fogarty 

¶ Representative John Edwards, House Majority Whip 
 

 
1:30pm ς 3:00pm 
 

 
Legal Strategies and Advocacy for Manufactured Home Owners & Communities 

¶ Moderator:  Carolyn Carter, National Consumer Law Center 

¶ Ishbel Dickens, Independent Consultant 

¶ George Cochran, Cochran & Cochran Attorney At Law 

¶ Dan Less, Assistant Massachusetts Attorney General 

¶ Chris Jee, Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community 
Development 

 

 
3:00pm ς 3:15pm 
 

 
Break 

 
3:15pm ς 4:30pm 
 

 
What Can State Associations Do About Park Closures? 

¶ Moderator:  Dave Anderson, NMHOA 

¶ Scot Walsh, Manufactured Home Federation of Massachusetts, Inc. 

¶ Lynn Cleveland, Manufactured Home Federation of Massachusetts, Inc. 
 

 
4:30pm ς 6:00pm 
 

 
State of the States Round Table:  State Leadership Challenges & Successes 

¶ Moderator:  Gary Miller, Manufactured Home Owners Association of NJ, Inc. 
 

 
7:00pm 
 

 
Dinner at Local Restaurant (self-paid) 
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2017 
 

Time  
 

Activity 

 
7:30am ς 8:30am 
 

 
Breakfast 

 
8:00am ς 9:00am 
 

 
Guest Speakers: 

¶ tŀǳƭ .ǊŀŘƭŜȅ ϧ aŀǊȅ hΩIŀǊŀΣ wh/ ¦{! 
 

 
9:00am ς 10:00am 
 

 
Resident-Owned Communities:  Lessons Learned & Path Forward 

¶ Moderator:  Sandy Overlock, Manufactured Home Federation of 
Massachusetts, Inc. 

¶ Dot Sliney, Federation of Rhode Island Manufactured Home Owners 

¶ Marjory Gilsrud, All Parks Alliance for Change  
 

 
10:00am ς 11:00am 
 

 
Intersectionality:  What is it & How does it relate to our work? 

¶ Moderator:  Lori Dibble, Manufactured Home Owners Association of NJ, 
Inc.  

 

 
11:00am ς 11:30am 
 

 
Break 

 
11:30am ς 12:30pm 
 

 
Mastering Your Board Meeting 

¶ Moderator: Tim Sheahan 
 

 
12:30pm ς 1:30pm 
 

 
NMHOA Annual Meeting 

¶ President & Executive Director Reports 

¶ Financial Report 

¶ Bylaw Changes 

¶ Election of Board Members 
o First Vice President 
o Treasurer 
o Area Vice Presidents (2) 
o At-Large Delegates 

 

 
1:30pm ς 5:00pm 
 
 

 
Northeast Region Networking & Working Session 
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KEYNOTE AND GUEST SPEAKERS 
 

Senator Paul W. Fogarty is a Democratic member of the Rhode Island Senate 
representing District 23 since January 2003. Fogarty served consecutively from 
January 1999 until January 2003 in the District 27 seat. He is Chairman of the 
Senate Committee on Labor, and a member of the Senate Committee on 
Commerce. He is the son of former Rhode Island state Senator Charles Fogarty, 
Sr., the younger brother of Rhode Island Lieutenant governor Charles J. Fogarty, 
and the nephew of United States Representative John E. Fogarty.  He is married to 
Nancy C. and has three children, Patrick T., Brendan P., and Daniel J.  A graduate 
of LaSalle Academy, Senator Fogarty works as a master plumber.  Prior to his 1998 

election to the Rhode Island Senate, Senator Fogarty was a member of the Glocester Town Council 
and President from 1997-1998. 

 
Representative John G Edwards is a Democratic member of the Rhode Island House 

of Representatives and represents District 70 in Portsmouth and Tiverton. First elected 

in November 2008, he was chosen by his colleagues to serve as the House Majority 

Whip ς the third highest position on the House leadership team ς in March 2014. He 

was previously the senior deputy majority leader. He sits on the House Committee on 

Finance, House Committee on Judiciary, House Committee on Labor, and House 

Committee on Oversight. Edwards served on the Tiverton Town Council from 2006 to 

2008 and the Tiverton Zoning Board from 1996 to 2006. He served as vice chairman of 

ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ нллп ǘƻ нл08 and as chairman 

ƻŦ ¢ƛǾŜǊǘƻƴΩǎ [ŀƴŘŦƛƭƭ {ǳō-Committee from 2006 to 2008. 

A 1983 graduate of Northeastern University, he works as project manager for Carlin Construction 

Company of New London, Conn. He was the director of Caritas RI, a former member of the Rhode Island 

Builders Association and the former chair of the Rhode Island branch of Associated Builders and 

Contractors. He has also been involved in the Tiverton Land Trust, Save the Bay, Maine Island Trail 

Association, the Sierra Club, the Tiverton Democratic Town Committee and the National Eagle Scout 

Association. He resides in Tiverton with his wife, Donna. They have three children: John, Kelsey and Mae. 

 

Paul Bradley is the founding president of ROC USA® and national market leader for 
resident-owned manufactured home communities. Mr. Bradley is responsible for 
wh/ ¦{!Ωǎ ōǊŀƴŘΣ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ IŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ 
two subsidiary directors, CFO, communications and administrative staff. He works 
closely with the Board chair and Executive Committee to enable the Board to fulfill 
its governance role. He serves on the Board of Directors and Loan Review 
Committee. Mr. Bradley leads home-only financing and partnership development 
and supports the engagement of ROC Association Directors. 

 
Prior to ROC USA, Paul served as Vice President for Manufactured Housing at NH Community Loan Fund 

where he managed the growth of manufactured housing loan portfolio from $3MM to $33MM over nine 

years. In 2001, he also led the design, capitalization and imǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻŀƴ CǳƴŘΩǎ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ƛƴǘƻ 

retail single-family lending in resident-owned communities, a program which won the 2009 Wachovia 
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NEXT Award for Innovation in Community Development Finance. tŀǳƭ ƘƻƭŘǎ ŀ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ 

Economics from the University of New Hampshire.  In 2007, he graduated from Achieving Excellence in 

Community Development, a joint 18-month Executive Education program with NeighborWorks® America 

and Harvard University.  Paul was selected as an Ashoka Fellow in 2011 and the Carsey Institute Social 

Innovator of the Year in 2013.  In 2014, he was awarded the Jerry Voorhis Memorial Award by the National 

Association of Housing Cooperatives. Paul lives in Epsom with his wife and two daughters. 

Mary hΩIŀǊŀ is the founding Director of ROC USA® Network and continues to 
lead a national team in support of the ever-expanding network of affiliated, non-
profit Certified Technical Assistance Providers (CTAPs), which in-turn, provide 
training, education, and professional coaching to resident-owned communities 
(ROCs) around the country. Mary supervises four full-time staff and staffs the 
Network Committee of the ROC USA Board of Directors. 
 

Previous to joining ROC USA, Mary spent 15 years providing a wide range of community investment 
and development consulting services as a principal in Burlington Associates in Community 
Development, LLC, a national consulting cooperative.  Mary has 25 years of experience in the field of 
community development lending and community reinvestment.  She has served in leadership 
positions at the Massachusetts Urban Reinvestment Advisory Group, Boston Community Capital, and 
the Institute for Community Economics. aŀǊȅ ƘƻƭŘǎ ŀ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳŀƴ 
services from Cornell University, School of Human Ecology.  In 2014, Mary graduated from Achieving 
Excellence in Community Development, a joint 18-month Executive Education program with 
NeighborWorks® America and Harvard University. Mary and her husband live in Boston and have four 

adult children. 
 

Doug Ryan is tǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅ bƻǿΩǎ Director of Affordable Homeownership 
Initiatives. In this role, he leads Prosperity NowΩǎ ƘƻƳŜƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΣ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ LƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ aŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜŘ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ όLΩa Iha9ύ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΦ 5ƻǳƎ 
has spent his entire career in the affordable housing field, with more than 
ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ tǊƛƻǊ 
to joining Prosperity Now, Doug served as Assistant Director of Federal 
Programs at the Housing Opportunities Commission of Montgomery County, 
Maryland, a multifaceted housing provider, developer and lender. Earlier in his 

career, he worked as a legislative assistant in the U.S. Senate and as a program analyst with the 
Federal Housing Finance Board, working to expand the lending programs of the Federal Home Loan 
Banks, including loans for manufactured housing. He also was project manager for the Housing 
Development Institute, the housing development arm of Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of New 
York. Doug holds a B.A. from Fordham University and an M.P.A. from New York University. Doug 
served for five years on the Montgomery County Commission on Human Rights and currently on the 
board of Places for People, a Montgomery County housing provider for formerly homeless persons 
with mental health issues. He is an adjunct instructor at American UniverǎƛǘȅΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ tǳōƭƛŎ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ. 
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WORKSHOP PRESENTERS 
 
Dave Anderson has been the Executive Director of the National Manufactured Home Owners 
Association (NMHOA) since July, 2016. This is not DŀǾŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ baIh!Φ .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
нллтΣ ƘŜ ǎǇŜŀǊƘŜŀŘŜŘ ŀƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΦ IŜ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ baIh!Ωǎ 
first grant funding and provided its first staffing in 2008 and 2009 through a contract between 
NMHOA and APAC. Prior to this, Dave was Executive Director of All Parks Alliance for Change (APAC), 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΩǎ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƘƻƳŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎΦ ²ƛǘƘ !t!/ ŦǊƻƳ 
2004 to 2016, he lobbied to establish the Manufactured Home Relocation Trust Fund, organized 
manufactured home owners to improve and protect their communities, and produced organizing 
manuals and consumer guides.  
 
Dave has worked in the nonprofit sector for 25 years. He previously served as executive director of 
the Minnesota Public Interest Research Group (MPIRG), interim executive director of the Minnesota 
State University Student Association (MSUSA), and associate state director of the Minnesota Senior 
Federation. HŜ ƘƻƭŘǎ ŀ aŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ tǳōƭƛŎ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΩǎ Humphrey School 
of Public Affairs, and is pursuing a Doctorate of Leadership from the University of St. Thomas. 
 
Carolyn Carter is an attorney and the Director of Advocacy at the National Consumer Law Center 
(NCLC). NCLC is a non-profit organization founded in 1969 that advocates for consumer justice. NCLC 
works in a variety of fields to promote consumer safeguards and in the past several years has 
established itself as an expert on manufactured housing consumer protections. Carolyn works on 
b/[/Ωǎ Ƴŀnufactured housing initiative and is one of the co-authors of the 2004 AARP publication 
Manufactured Housing Community Tenants: Shifting the Balance of Power. She is the primary author 
of three NCLC-Prosperity Now manufactured housing policy guides, on resident purchase opportunity 
laws, fundamental freedoms, and local policy advocacy. 
 
Lynn Cleveland is a board member of the Manufactured Home Federation of Massachusetts, Inc. and lives 

in Easton Mobile Home Park. 

 

George Cochran is an attorney from ClevelaƴŘΣ hƘƛƻΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǇŀǊƪ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƛǎ ŘǊŀǿƴ 

from firsthand experience:  he himself lived in mobile home parks from the day he was born until the day 

he graduated from college. Over time, he learned how helpless one can feel to own your home but rent 

the land it rests upon. Once his first mobile home client entered his office in 1993, there was no turning 

back. Under the banner of Mobile Justice, George has spearheaded numerous class action lawsuits against 

park operators for nearly 25 yeaǊǎ ƴƻǿΦ  !ƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ ƘŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǘƻ ōƻƭǎǘŜǊ hƘƛƻΩǎ ƭŀƴŘƭƻǊŘ-tenant law 

for manufactured home park residents. Now, he seeks to pass on this baton to younger lawyers with a 

similar passion through a special lawyer referral service that promotes mentoring relationships. George 

came all the way from Ohio to get your feedback on this novel idea. 

Ishbel Dickens is an independent consultant working with manufactured homeowners in Boulder, CO 
and in WA on a range of policy, preservation, and organizing strategies to protect this affordable 
home ownership option for millions of families across the country. She was the Executive Director of 
the National Manufactured Home Owners Association (NMHOA) from November, 2010 until May 31, 
2016.  Prior to this Ishbel was a staff attorney at Columbia Legal Services in Seattle.  She went to law 
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school specifically to become an even stronger advocate for people who own their homes but not 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ LǎƘōŜƭ Ƙŀǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƘƻƳŜƻǿƴŜǊǎΩ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǎ 
resident-owned co-operatives. She is involved in policy changes at the local, state and federal levels 
that will help manufactured homeowners preserve their lifestyle choice.  Ishbel has spoken at 
numerous conferences around the country on issues facing manufactured homeowners and offered 
a range of possible solutions.  Her article about manufactured housing issues was published in the 
April 2007 issue of the Clearinghouse Review.  
 
Lƴ нллт LǎƘōŜƭ ǿŀǎ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ŀ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ CƛƴŀƴŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ άFriend of Housingέ 
!ǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ нллф ǎƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜǾŜǊ άHousing Hero of the Decadeέ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŀt the 2009 
IƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ IƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ !ŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ 5ŀȅ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ hƭȅƳǇƛŀΣ ²!Φ LǎƘōŜƭ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά!ŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ 
9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳέ ŀǘ IŀǊǾŀǊŘΩǎ YŜƴƴŜŘȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ нлмл ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ 
manufactured housing community preservation efforts in Washington. ! ŎǊƻǿƴƛƴƎ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ LǎƘōŜƭΩǎ 
29 plus years of passionate work with and for manufactured home owners was receiving the 
Margaret M. Sevy Affordable Housing Lifetime Achievement Award from the Washington State 
Housing Finance Commission on October 7, 2014. Ishbel was born in Scotland and has lived in the 
United States for more than 30 years. 
 
Lori Dibble ƛǎ baIh!Ωǎ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǾƛŎŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ also the Policy 
Coordinator for the Manufactured Home Owners Association of New JerseyΦ  [ƻǊƛΩ primary interest is 
in manufactured housing preservation, the role of manufactured housing in sustainable community 
development and increasing protections for manufactured home owners. As a manufactured 
homeowner in New Jersey she was involved with a 10-year struggle for resident ownership for her 
community. She holds graduate degrees from Rutgers University and London School of Economics. 
 
Marjory Gilsrud lives in Madelia Mobile Village located in Madelia Minnesota. She has been President 
of the Madelia Mobile Village for 3 years. She became president of our Resident Owned Community 
about 5 months after moving in to the community. Prior to living here she lived in another mobile 
home park which was not resident-owned and saw firsthand how every year rent was raised, the 
ownership switched hands several times, and people lived in fear of not knowing if the land under 
our homes would be sold. Marjory learns more every day. Her community has had some 
infrastructure issues this past year and it has been a challenge to address the issues and problems 
that arise. She looks forward to growing and learning more. 
 
In the past Marjory has held several positions in her church, school and work. Currently she is a  
Direct Service Provider in a home for those with traumatic brain injury where she supports the  
individuals with their everyday life skills. Some of these individuals are her biggest heroes. Marjory 
has an AAS in Business Management Travel. She worked in the travel industry for several years. She 
is married to Mike and he has blessed her with 3 step children, one of whom lives with them full time. 
In her free time Marjory like doing crafts, and just spending time with family and friends. 
 
Chris Jee is the Land Use and Housing Development Counsel at the Massachusetts Department of 
IƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ 
housing programs, he reviews proposed manufactured home community rules submitted to DHCD 
by community operators in Massachusetts. Previously, Chris was in private practice where a portion 
of his practice was dedicated to representation in landlord-tenant disputes. 



NMHOA: Building a Brighter Future  2017 National Convention 

11 | P a g e 

 

 
Daniel A. Less has been a Massachusetts Assistant Attorney General since January 2008.  From June 
2001 to December 2007, Dan was the General Counsel for the Massachusetts Sex Offender Registry 
Board and from May 1994 to May 2001 he was Managing Counsel for the Massachusetts Department 
ƻŦ /ƻǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ ¢ǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ {ŜȄǳŀƭƭȅ 5ŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ tŜǊǎƻƴǎΦ  5ŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ 5ƛǎtrict 
Attorney for Middlesex County in Massachusetts from January 1991 to May 1994 and was an 
associate with the Boston law firm of Sally & Fitch from June 1988 to January 1991.  Dan received his 
Juris Doctor degree, cum laude, from Suffolk University Law School in 1988 and his Bachelor of 
Business Administration, cum laude, from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst in 1985.   
 
Gary Miller is the district manager for Ricciardi Bros. the largest Benjamin Moore dealer in the U.S. 
He is the President of the Manufactured Home Owners Association of New Jersey and the First Vice 
President of NMHOA.  Gary is also a member of Jackson Township Rent Control Board.  He has lived 
in manufactured housing since 2006.  During that time he has successfully fought ƭŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊǎΩ 
attorneys on oil tank issues and unjustified rent increases.  Gary successfully brought back rent 
control to Jackson after a form of decontrol was instituted 
 
Sandra L Overlock has been involved with manufactured housing since 1980. In 1982 she helped get 
rent control approved in our City. She has been appointed by the Governor for her second 4-year 
term as a Commissioner on the State Manufactured Home Commission. Sandra has been active with 
The Manufactured Home Federation of MA. since 2000 as a board member, then as secretary and 
now as President. She was President of The Wheel Estates Association Inc. for 30 years and when the 
home owners purchased the community in 2013 was elected President of the co-operative, and was 
also manager of the corporation for 4 years. She has lived at Wheel Estates for 41 years.   
 
Tim Sheahan became involved in mobile/manufactured home owner advocacy in 1996; initially as 
Vice President and then President of his community HOA and subsequently as President of the San 
Marcos Mobilehome Residents Association (SMMRA) from 1997-2000.  That led to considerable 
involvement with the California statewide advocacy group, Golden State Manufactured-home 
Owners League (GSMOL), for which he served as President from 2006-2010. Tim has served on the 
GSMOL Board of Directors since 2002, currently as Zone D Vice President, and is also President of 
National Manufactured Home Owners Association (NMHOA), having served on that Board of 
Directors since 2003.  He has also served as a consumer representative to the HUD Manufactured 
Housing Consensus Committee (MHCC) in Washington, D.C. and was a delegate to the 2005 White 
House Conference on Aging. Tim lives in San Marcos, California and has volunteered over 50,000 
hours on behalf of mobile/manufactured home owners since 1996.  
 
Dot Sliney is president of the Federation of Rhode Island Manufactured Home Owners. 

 

Scot Walsh has been president from 1996 through 1998 and from 2007 to present of the Easton 
Mobile Home Owners Association and, in 2017, was elected vice president of the Manufactured Home 
Federation of Massachusetts, Inc. 
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Resident-Owned Communities: 
Lessons Learned & Path Forward 

 
Panelists 

- Sandy Overlock, Manufactured Home Federation of Massachusetts, Inc. 
- Dot Sliney, Federation of Rhode Island Manufactured Home Owners 
- Marjory Gilsrud, All Parks Alliance for Change  

 
 
Questions 
 

1. What inspired you to become a resident-owned community?  How did you 
pull it off? 

 
 

2. How do you get and keep people involved?  How do you avoid free-riders 
and complacency? 

 
 

3. What are some of the more difficult day-to-day challenges?  What is needed 
to respond to them? 

 
 

4. What do you see as the long-term challenges for your community, such as 
aging infrastructure, aging membership, increasing rents, reaching the 11th 
year cutoff with ROC USA technical assistance? 
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