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Did you know? 

 

According to the Government Accountability Office, key standards for manufactured homes provide a 

lower margin of safety against a carbon monoxide exposure incident than those for site-built homes, 

which are constructed at their permanent locations. For instance, the Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) Code requires a minimum 3-foot separation between air intakes and exhaust vents, 

while industry standards for site-built homes have required a greater distance for many years. The 

industry standards call for a greater separation between air intakes and exhaust vents to help reduce the 

risk that contaminants such as carbon monoxide will re-enter the home. Indoor air quality experts whom 

GAO interviewed stated that the exhaust of an improperly operating furnace combined with unique wind 

conditions could, in rare cases, present a risk of carbon monoxide exposure. GAO analysis shows that 

increasing the separation between an air intake and exhaust vents, using industry standards, can 

significantly dilute concentrations of contaminants. 

 

You can read the full report at: http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-13-52 
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